


Founded in 1935, SFMOMA was the f irst museum on 

the West Coast devoted to modern and contemporary 

ar t. From the outset, the museum has championed the 

most innovative and challenging ar t of its time, and we 

continue to exhibit and collect work by both modern 

masters and younger, less-established ar tists.

We always have a dynamic schedule of thought-pro-

voking exhibitions on view, including special exhibi-

tions and changing presentations from our collection 

of more than 27,000 ar tworks, photographs, and 

design objects. Audio guides, docent tours, video 

screenings, interactive kiosks, and public programs 

of fer opportunities to learn more about modern ar t.

 

Located just a shor t walk from downtown San Fran-

cisco, our landmark building features a soaring atr ium 

topped by our signature turret and oculus skylight. 

The MuseumStore of fers the West Coast’s f inest 

selection of modern and contemporary ar t books, as 

well as exceptional design objects, furniture, jewelry, 

and children’s products. Meanwhile, our cafe serves 

gourmet fare in a l ight-f i l led space with indoor and 

outdoor seating.

 

We invite you to take a closer look and discover al l the 

exciting things that are happening at SFMOMA.

About SFMOMA
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SFMOMA is dedicated to making the ar t of our time a vital and meaningful par t of 

public l i fe. For that reason we assemble unparalleled collections, create exhilarat-

ing exhibitions, and develop engaging public programs. In al l of these endeavors, 

we are guided by our enduring commitment to fostering creativity and embracing 

new ways of seeing the world.

Our Mission
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SFMOMA is commit ted to pushing the boundar ies of our f ie ld and 

explor ing new ways of think ing about museum practice. Research and 

project-focused init iat ives play a central role in our ef for ts to preserve 

and present the ar t of our t ime, to understand and improve the v is i tor 

exper ience, and to shape the development of new museum pol ic ies.

We have recently been involved in leading-edge developments in the 

fol lowing areas

art conservat ion

museology

art history

interpret ive technology

Research + Projects
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Mario Botta’s SFMOMA building is an iconic presence within the cityscape of 

San Francisco. Since it opened in 1995, the building has become a hub of the 

downtown South of Market (SoMa) area. It wil l soon be an even more dynamic 

destination: SFMOMA is developing a major expansion, designed in collaboration 

with the architecture f irm Snøhetta, to accommodate the ongoing growth of the 

museum’s programs and audiences and to showcase the Doris and Donald Fisher 

Collection of contemporary ar t.

 

The current f ive-story structure features a stepped and patterned brick facade 

topped by a soaring cyl indrical turret. In Botta’s signature style, the turret is 

f inished in alternating bands of black and white stone and topped with a radial 

pattern of the same material.

 

Ref lecting the inf luence of architect Louis I. Kahn, the inter ior is f looded with 

natural l ight and of fers generous open spaces. The ful l-height central atr ium 

cour t is i l luminated by the enormous circular skyl ight of the turret, and features 

a dramatic truss br idge traversing the space at the f i f th-f loor level. The str iation 

on the exter ior of the turret is echoed in the alternating bands of pol ished and 

rough Canadian granite appear ing on the atr ium’s f loor and lower columns. The 

end result is a l ive ly, piazza-l ike space, one that the architect has descr ibed as 

“ the center of spatia l gravity for the entire museum.”

 

A grand atr ium staircase draws visitors from the ground f loor up to four levels 

of skyl it galler ies. The second f loor houses selections from the painting and 

sculpture collection and provides space for the architecture and design program. 

A series of more intimate galler ies on the third f loor are devoted to photography, 

while the more airy environs of the top two f loors accommodate special temporary 

exhibitions, media ar ts, and large-scale contemporary ar t from our collection.

In 2009, we opened the Roof top Garden, two open-air spaces and a luminous 

glass pavi l ion that af ford dramatic v iews of both the San Francisco skyl ine and 

sculptural works in the museum’s col lection. Designed by San Francisco-based 

Jensen Architects, i t connects to the museum’s f i f th-f loor gal ler ies v ia a glass-

enclosed br idge. A wal l of windows along the back of the gal ler ies provides a 

dramatic over look into the space and f loods the museum’s inter ior with natural 

l ight. In 2010 the American Insti tute of Architects, San Francisco Chapter, 

awarded Jensen Architects with an AIA San Francisco Architecture Award in the 

Honor category for the Roof top Garden.

 

Our 225,000-square-foot bui lding also includes numerous other publ ic areas 

devoted to the insti tution’s diverse programming and functions. Located on 

the ground f loor and opening of the Evelyn and Walter Haas Jr. Atr ium are the 

Phyl l is Wattis Theater, which accommodates lectures, symposia, seminars, f i lm 

presentations and per formances; the Schwab Room, a mult iple-use event space; 

the MuseumStore; and Caf fè Museo. SFMOMA’s innovative Koret V is i tor Educa-

tion Center is adjacent to the gal ler ies on the second f loor; i t of fers both drop-in 

access and scheduled programs and activ i t ies. Final ly, the lower level houses 

resources for outside researchers and ar tists, such as the museum’s Library and 

Archives and the photography and graphic ar ts study area.

 

The opening of the SFMOMA building on Third Street spurred the transformation 

of the South of Market neighborhood into a vibrant cultural distr ict that includes 

the Yerba Buena Center for the Ar ts, Museum of the Afr ican Diaspora, Contempo-

rary Jewish Museum, SF Camerawork, Museum of Craf t and Folk Ar t, Car toon Ar t 

Museum, and Cali fornia Historical Society. Our upcoming expansion represents 

the next stage in the evolution of  the museum and the surrounding neighborhood.

A San Francisco Icon
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The SFMOMA MuseumStore of fers the West Coast’s f inest selec-

tion of modern and contemporary ar t books, as wel l as innovative 

design objects and furniture, contemporary jewelry and apparel, 

educational chi ldren’s books and toys, posters and stationery, and 

our exclusive l ine of SFMOMA signature products. Al l proceeds 

suppor t the exhibit ions, educational programs and ar tist ic conser-

vation ef for ts of the San Francisco Museum of Modern Ar t.

415.357.4035

888.357.0037 

415.357.4043 

museumstore@sfmoma.org 

SFMOMA MuseumStore

151 Third Street

San Francisco, CA 94103-3159 

Phone  

 

Fax  

E-mai l  

Mai l 

SFMOMA MuseumStore
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SFMOMA’s roof top sculpture garden and pavi l ion showcase a changing 

group of large-scale works from the museum’s col lection, as wel l as selec-

tions from the Dor is and Donald Fisher Col lection. Works currently on v iew 

include a new selection of works by Mark di Suvero, Barnett Newman, Joel 

Shapiro, and Tony Smith.

Rooftop Garden
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The Blue Bottle Cof fee Bar menu includes a tasty var iety of cof-

fees, teas, refreshing dr inks, and sweet and savory treats craf ted 

by local favor i te Blue Bottle Cof fee Company, renowned for i ts 

ar t isan micro-roasting process and i ts dedication to using only 

the f inest cer ti f ied organic cof fees. Cookies and cakes inspired 

by ar tworks on v iew in the museum’s gal ler ies are baked on the 

premises dai ly. Set amid modern and contemporary sculptures in 

SFMOMA’s Roof top Garden, the Cof fee Bar is the per fect place 

to enjoy ar t whi le sipping on the city’s f inest brew.

 

For more information,

cal l 415.243.0455

For more information,

cal l 415.243.0455

Blue Bottle Coffee Bar
Caf fè Museo serves an inventive menu of Ita l ian-inspired 

dishes made from fresh, local ingredients and organic 

produce. Located in a l ight-f i l led space adjacent to the 

museum’s entrance on Third Street, we of fer an espresso 

bar, indoor and outdoor seating, and a selection of wines 

by the glass.

 

Each month we feature a di f ferent exhibit ion organized by 

the SFMOMA Ar tists Gal lery. Al l works on v iew in Caf fè 

Museo are avai lable for rent or purchase.

 

Caffè Museo
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